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In 2004, after careful deliberation, Utah commendably abolished the
use of the firing squad in executions, thereby joining 36 other death
penalty states and the federal government in rejecting this outdated
and widely condemned mode of execution. Reinstatement of
executions by firing squad would constitute an embarrassing step
backward that would adversely affect Utah’s reputation for moral
leadership by providing for a mode of punishment that is almost
universally rejected in the United States and throughout the world.

Over the course of the past century, a national consensus has evolved
against imposition of the death penalty by firing squad in the United
States. Nevada is the only state other than Utah to have ever used
the firing squad, and the last (and only) execution ever carried out in
Nevada by firing squad was in 1913. Oklahoma is currently the only
other state with laws permitting execution by firing squad, but would
do so only in the event that lethal injection is deemed
unconstitutional. Moreover, executions by firing squad are an
exceptionally uncommon phenomenon in the “modern era” of the
death penalty in the United States, since 1976. Of the 1,404
executions carried out in the United States over the last 40 years,
only three have been carried out by firing squad. The overwhelming
consensus against execution by firing squad demonstrates that this
practice is inconsistent with the “evolving standards of decency that
mark the progress of a maturing society,” and therefore is
unconstitutional under the Eighth Amendment.

As in the United States, the clear international trend has been away
from execution by firing squad. No other Western industrialized
nation in the world permits execution by firing squad. Among those
nations that retain capital punishment, execution by firing squad is
becoming increasingly uncommon. Guatemala abandoned the firing
squad in 1997, as did Thailand in 2003. Vietnam has signaled that it
will seek other methods of execution, calling the firing squad
“appalling” and “no longer suitable.” Indeed, even China, which
carries out more executions than any other nation in the world, has
recently begun moving away from the firing squad and toward lethal
injection in pursuit of a more “civilized, humane, and scientific
manner of death.” These international developments reflect a
worldwide recognition that execution by firing squad is
fundamentally inconsistent with contemporary standards of decency.



Finally, to pass constitutional muster, a method of execution must
not be designed to inflict unnecessary pain. The potential for a
painful death occurring by firing squad is obvious. Although the
condemned individual usually wears a target designed to aid the
shooters in locating the heart, there is a substantial risk that the
shooters will miss the target and hit other parts of the person's body,
leading to a slow and excruciating death. In short, there is no
guarantee that an inmate will be immediately killed or rendered
unconscious before experiencing pain from the bullets that enter
parts of his or her body other than the heart.

We strongly urge you to veto House Bill 11 and to preserve Utah’s

standing as a moral leader.
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