
Shadow Prisons in the United States
List of Jurisdictions

Twenty states and the federal Bureau of Prisons have systems of pre-crime preventative detention that permit the
indefinite, post-sentence ‘civil’ confinement of persons with an historical sex-related conviction. These facilities are
known as shadow prisons because they are carceral settings that operate outside the normal protections of the criminal
legal system and are deliberately kept in darkness away from oversight. It is not presently known how many shadow
prisoners there are in the U.S., though estimates range from 6,000 to as many as 10,000 individuals. Each of these
persons has completed their sentence, and some have never been convicted of a crime.

Arizona | Phoenix
Arizona State Hospital
Ariz. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 36-3701 (2024) et seq.

California | Coalinga
Coalinga State Hospital
Cal. Welf. & Inst. Code § 6600 (2024) et seq.

Florida | Arcadia
Florida Civil Commitment Center
Fla. Stat. Ann. § 394.912 (2024) et seq.

Illinois | Rushville
Treatment and Detention Facility
725 Ill. Comp. Stat. Ann. 207/5 (2024) et seq.

Iowa | Cherokee
Civil Commitment Unit for Sexual O�enders
Iowa Code Ann. § 229A.2 (2024) et seq.

Kansas | Larned
Sexual Predator Treatment Program
Kan. Stat. Ann. § 59-29a02 (2024) et seq.

Massachusetts|Bridgewater
Massachusetts Treatment Center
Mass. Gen. Ann. Laws ch. 123a, § 1 (2024) et seq.

Minnesota |
Minnesota Sex O�ender Program
Minn. Stat. Ann. § 253D.02 (2024) et seq.

Missouri | Farmington
Sexual O�ender Rehab. & Treatment Services Ctr.
Mo. Ann. Stat. § 632.480 (2024) et seq.

Nebraska | Norfolk & Lincoln
Norfolks & Lincoln Regional Centers
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 83-174.01 (2024) et seq.

NewHampshire
Currently there is no shadow prison in NH
N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 135-E:2 (2024) et seq.

New Jersey | Avenel
Special Treatment Unit
N.J. Stat. Ann. § 30:4-27.26 (2024) et seq.

New York | Marcy & St. Lawrence

Secure Treatment & Rehabilitation Center
N.Y. Mental Hyg. Law § 10.03 (2024) et seq.

NorthDakota | Jamestown
North Dakota State Hospital
N.D. Cent. Code § 25-03.3-01 (2024) et seq.

Pennsylvania | Torrance
Torrance State Hospital, Wiseman Building
42 Pa. Cons. Stat. Ann. § 6402 (2024) et seq.

S. Carolina | Columbia
Broad River Correctional Institution Congaree Unit
S.C. Code Ann. § 44-48-30 (2024) et seq.

Texas | Littlefield
Texas Civil Commitment Center
Tex. Health & Safety Code Ann. § 841.002(2024)et seq

Virginia | Burkeville
Va. Center for Behavioral Rehabilitation
Va. Code. Ann. § 37.2-900 (2024) et seq.

Washington | McNeil Island
Special Commitment Center
Wash. Rev. Code Ann. § 71.09.020 (2024) et seq.

Wisconsin | Mauston
Sand Ridge Secure Treatment Center
Wis. Stat. Ann. § 980.01 (2024) et seq.

Federal BOP | Butner, NC
Commitment & Treatment Program
18 U.S.C.A. § 4248 (2024)
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https://ajustfuture.org/what-is-a-shadow-prison/
https://www.azdhs.gov/az-state-hospital/index.php#acptc-home
https://www.azleg.gov/viewdocument/?docName=https://www.azleg.gov/ars/36/03701.htm
https://www.dsh.ca.gov/Coalinga/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=WIC&division=6.&title=&part=2.&chapter=2.&article=4.
https://recoverysolutions.us/florida-civil-commitment-center/
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0300-0399/0394/Sections/0394.912.html
https://www.dhs.state.il.us/page.aspx?item=29735/#:~:text=The%20DMH%20also%20provides%20statutorily%20required%20treatment%20services%20for%20sexually%20violent%20persons%20through%20its%20Treatment%20and%20Detention%20Facility.
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=1990&ChapterID=54
https://hhs.iowa.gov/programs/programs-and-services/inpatient-facilities/ccuso
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/229A.pdf
https://kdads.ks.gov/state-hospitals-and-institutions/larned-state-hospital/larned-state-hospital---services#:~:text=The%20Sexual%20Predator%20Treatment%20Program%20(SPTP)&text=As%20a%20public%20service%20organization,The%20Joint%20Commission%20(TJC).
https://www.ksrevisor.org/statutes/chapters/ch59/059_029a_0002.html
https://wellpathcare.com/bridgewater-state-hospital/
https://www.mass.gov/locations/massachusetts-treatment-center
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXVII/Chapter123A
https://mn.gov/dhs/people-we-serve/adults/services/sex-offender-treatment/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/253D.02
https://dmh.mo.gov/smmhc/sorts/about
https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=632.480
https://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Regional-Centers.aspx
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=83-174.01
https://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/NHTOC/NHTOC-X-135-E.htm
https://www.nj.gov/humanservices/dmhas/home/assistant/DMHAS_March%202017_final_update.pdf
https://lis.njleg.state.nj.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=Publish:10.1048/Enu
https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/facilities/starc/
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/MHY/TBA10
https://www.hhs.nd.gov/north-dakota-state-hospital
https://ndlegis.gov/cencode/t25c03-3.pdf
https://www.pa.gov/en/agencies/dhs/resources/for-providers/mental-health-for-providers/act-21.html
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/CFDOCS/LEGIS/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=42&div=00.&chpt=064
https://www.scdmh.org/inpatient-services/#:~:text=Sexually%20violent%20predator%20treatment,by%20an%20independent%20contractor.
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t44c048.php
https://tcco.texas.gov/sites/tcco/files/documents/civil-commitment-program-overview.pdf
https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/HS/htm/HS.841.htm
https://dbhds.virginia.gov/facilities/vcbr/
https://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacodefull/title37.2/chapter9/
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/bha/special-commitment-center
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=71.09
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/srstc/index.htm
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/980
https://www.bop.gov/policy/progstat/5394.01.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/18/4248
mailto:contact@anustfuture.org

