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Murder & Violent Crime Have Fallen Sharply

And if some estimates hold may even hit record lows

Violent crime rate per 100,000 people
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Note: 2023 data points represent projections based on city crime trends compiled by the Federal Bureau of Investigation or independent
researchers at the Council on Criminal Justice.
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Property Crime Remains Low

But note the post-pandemic rebound

Property crime rates per 100,000 people
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Note: 2023 data points represent projections based on city crime trends compiled by the Federal Bureau of Investigation or independent
researchers at the Council on Criminal Justice.
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Trends in Retail Theft are a Mixed Bag

The lack of a “national” trend hides a lot of variation

« Significant city-by-city variation,
and major “spikes” are real in
some cases.

« Qrganized retail theft is very
hard to quantify but there's no
reason to believe it has spiked.

* Be very skeptical of any claims
based on industry data.
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https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/myth-vs-reality-trends-retail-theft
https://counciloncj.org/shoplifting-trends-what-you-need-to-know/

High-Salience Issues: Bail Reform

The data don't support a link between bail reform & crime

« Single and multi-city studies
show little to no link between
crime and bail reform.

*  The best work in New York City
shows reform mayactually
reduce recidivism in the
aggregate.

* Butit's important to know how
to use this research.
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https://www.brennancenter.org/events/data-behind-bail-reform
https://safetyandjusticechallenge.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Lowering-Jail-Populations-Safety-Before-During-and-After-COVID-19-Full-Report-July-2024.pdf
https://datacollaborativeforjustice.org/work/bail-reform/does-new-yorks-bail-reform-law-impact-recidivism-a-quasi-experimental-test-in-new-york-city/
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/challenges-advancing-bail-reform

Mid-Salience Issues: The First Step Act

Federal sentencing reforms have been a clear success

« Early research shows relatively
low recidivism.

« Compassionate release and
home confinement have been
broad success stories.

» Advocates in both parties
should own that success.
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